
7. Klemperer, F. Comprehensive Review of the Tuber-
culin Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

This anniversary number is devoted to a retrospect of
the progress of several of the important branches of medi-
cine since the founding of the Therapie fifty years ago.

[L. D. C]

Obituary.
JOHN G. McALLISTER, M.D.

Dr. John G. McAllister was born in New
Bedford, N. H., Dec. 9, 1841, and died in Law-
rence, Mass., June 20, 1908. He came of Scotch
ancestry. The Scotch ancestor of,the family after
the Revolutionary War settled in New Hamp-
shire, where Dr. McAllister had a large circle of
relatives.

His youth was spent in Nashua, and he attended
the public schools of that city, also spending some
time in the New Hampshire Academy. His medi-
cal studies were begun with Dr. Graves, of Nashua,
in company with Dr. George Currier and the late
Dr. McQuestion of that city. Continuing his
medical studies, he attended several courses of
lectures at Dartmouth College, sitting under that
famous professor of his time, Dr. Dixie Crosby,
but took his final degree from the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City. At
the time of his graduation the closing years of our
Civil War were at hand, and he took the examina-
tions for both the army and navy, and was

assigned to the navy, going to the headquarters of
the Mississippi squadron at New Cairo, 111. He
was discharged in February, 1866, and always
took great satisfaction in having served his coun-

try' at that time.
Coming to Lawrence, he opened an office and

practiced there for three years, when, hearing of a

good opening in Plymouth, Mass., went there and
bought out the business and drug store of an old
physician. After a two months' stay a local
physician offered him so large a bonus for the
stand that he sold out and returned to Lawrence.

He acquired an extensive and lucrative prac-
tice, and from the first invested in a small way in
real estate, which as years went on developed into
quite a business. Dr. McAllister was much in-
terested in houses and lands and has left some fine
buildings, notably his own home, well situated on

large and tastefully laid out grounds. Horses
also had a fascination for him, and he raised some
fine animals. It has been said of him that he
loved a horse, a story and a laugh.

As a physician he excelled in quick perception,
reading human nature with much, accuracy, act-
ing rather than theorizing. A man of genial dis-
position, he made many friends other than his
patients, who were much attached to him.

From the first organization of the Lawrence
General Hospital he was a member of its staff,
first as visiting physician and later on the con-

sulting board. He was for some years president
of the local Board of Examining Surgeons for
Pensions and a councillor of The Massachusetts
Medical Society. He was also a member of the
Lawrence Medical Club and from 1870 a member

of the Lawrence Street Church. He was an in-
terested member of the G. A. R. and never failed
to take part in all public demonstrations, and
greatly enjoyed the reminiscences which naturally
formed a part of all these gatherings.

Up to his last illness he was, so far as known,
Lawrence's oldest practicing physician. His
health failed perceptibly for more than a year
before his death, the last six months being very
distressing, owing to the combination of heart
disease with an exhaustion of the nervous system.
The end came, however, with great peace; he
seemed simply to fall asleep.
" Such was our friend, formed on the good old

plan,
A true and brave and downright honest man."

S. W. Abbott,
V. A. Reed,
E. P. Fuller,

Committee Essex North
District Medical Society.

Haverhill, Jan. 6, 1909.

Miscellany.
THE COMING CHANGE IN THE MEDICAL

PROFESSION.
Address by President Charles W. Eliot, of

Harvard University, before the Aescu-
lapian Club of Boston, Mass., Jan. 28, 1909.
Mr. President and Members of the Aesculapian

Club: I have been feeling, as I have listened to
these two thorough and delightful statements 1

from professional men that it was very audacious
in me to undertake to address you on " The Com-
ing Change in the Medical Profession." My only
excuse for doing so is that I have seen

—

have
personally witnessed

—

such a prodigious change
in the past. I have seen an immense development
of the natural forces and powers which can be
applied in medical and surgical practice within
the last fifty years, and the^sight of the changes
which have been has taught me that the changes
to come will be still more prodigious. There is
not a single subject now taught in any good medi-
cal school of the world which is taught in any
considerable degree as it was fifty years ago,

—not one. I might make that a broader statement.
There is not a single subject in the whole univer-
sity which is now taught in a manner which much
resembles the manner in which it was taught fifty
years ago. That is just as true of the oldest sub-
jects, — Latin, Greek and mathematics, for ex-

ample,
—

as it is of the newest.
Many of the gentlemen in this room have lived

through, therefore, a prodigious change, not only
in medical teaching, but in all teaching, and they
have witnessed also a prodigious addition to the
forces, the natural forces, which may be controlled
by man for the development of medical science.
It is almost comical to look back to the means of
teaching which existed in the medical school when

1 Address by Dr. H. A, Christian on " The Laboratory in Relation
to Clinical Medicine." Address by Dr. Simon Flexner on

" The
Relation of Independent^ Institutions for Medical Research to
Schools for Medical Education."
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